
Hotel Shakespeare Joshua Evans & Jason Weiler

(Fade in from a blackout as we hear a front desk phone ringing)

BELLHOP (VO):  I'm coming!  I'm coming!  Please don't hang up!  Please don't hang up!

(She finally reaches the front desk, and lunges for the phone)

BELLHOP:  Hello?  (Pause) Hello?  Ugh!!  They hung up.

(MRS. LUTZ enters)

MRS. LUTZ:  Maybe if you would've been watching the front desk, you wouldn't have failed.

BELLHOP:  I'm the only one here, and... wait, who are you?

MRS. LUTZ:  (Raises her duster) Cleaning Lady.

BELLHOP:  Cleaning Lady?  Since when did we hire a graveyard shift cleaning lady?

MRS. LUTZ:  Do I look like the head of Human Resources, Kid?

BELLHOP:  Look, Mrs. (she leans in to read the name-tag) Lutz, I just got bumped up to head 
bellhop, and I've got a lot going on tonight--

MRS. LUTZ:  Apparently not “answering phones”.

BELLHOP:  I'm running around like crazy, all by myself, making sure things don't fall apart!

MRS. LUTZ:  It's just a hotel, Kid.

BELLHOP:  Obviously you're new here, Mrs. Lutz, so let me explain it to you.  This (motions 
grandiosely) is Hotel Shakespeare.  Established in 1901, this luxury hotel was built by the wealthy 
Shakespeare family of Beverly Hills.  It has been passed down from generation to generation of 
Shakespeares, and is currently owned by the brilliant television and movie scriptwriter, Mr. Will M. 
Shakespeare.  Now granted, the hotel seems a bit rundown as of late, but in it's heyday it was a 
mecca for movie stars and kings.  Mr. Will M. Shakespeare's latest movie premiering tonight, if 
successful, should put this place back on the map!

MRS. LUTZ:  (Pauses, then mockingly slow claps) That was a wonderful history lesson, Professor.

BELLHOP:  Mr. Will M. Shakespeare has personally asked me to look after his hotel tonight, 
while he attends the midnight premiere of his film.  He never mentioned you, though.

MRS. LUTZ:  The owner of the hotel?  Mr. Shakespeare of the Beverly Hills Shakespeares?  He 
personally asked you to look after his hotel, all by yourself?

BELLHOP:  (Pauses) Okay, well maybe not personally.  But nobody else showed up for work 
tonight!!
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MRS. LUTZ:  What am I, chopped liver?

BELLHOP:  So where have you been all night?

MRS. LUTZ:  (Holds up duster again) Cleaning Lady stuff.

BELLHOP:  So I guess it's just you and me tonight then.

MRS. LUTZ:  Maybe.  Maybe not.  They say this hotel is haunted by more than a hundred ghosts.

BELLHOP:  That's ridiculous.  I've worked here for years, and I've never seen a single ghost.

MRS. LUTZ:  Maybe tonight's the night, kid.

(Phone rings.  They both look at it)

BELLHOP:  That was spooky.  (Ring)

MRS. LUTZ:  Aren't you gonna answer it?  (Ring)

BELLHOP:  Aren't you supposed to be helping me?  (Ring)

MRS. LUTZ:  Oh, of course.  (She deadpan stares at BELLHOP as she dusts the phone.  Ring)

BELLHOP:  You're no help at all.  (She picks up the phone)  Hello?  (Pause) Hello?  (She hangs up)
There was nobody there.

MRS. LUTZ:  Maybe it was a ghost...

(MRS. LUTZ and BELLHOP stare at each other in fear for a long moment.  Suddenly, the phone
rings again.  BELLHOP almost jumps out of her skin, she's so startled.  MRS. LUTZ doesn't really

react.  BELLHOP answers the phone)

BELLHOP:  Hello?  I mean, front desk, how may I help?  ...Oranges?  Um... I guess I can find 
some.  ...coming right up, Sir.  (She hangs up)

MRS. LUTZ:  The ghosts want oranges?

BELLHOP:  Oh stop it.  I've got to run to the kitchen, and then up to room 1025.

MRS. LUTZ:  Your bow tie is crooked.

BELLHOP:  (Tries to straighten it) Is that better?

MRS. LUTZ:  Meh.

BELLHOP:  You're no help at all!
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(BELLHOP exits)

MRS. LUTZ:  Have fun, kid.  Now where's that remote?  (Pulls out a remote and points it at a TV 
which is off-camera.  She turns on the TV, and the “Godfather” music is heard from the TV)  Oh, I 
love this movie.

(Cut to hotel room 1025.  SOOTHSAYER and her thug, a menacing and brutish DEAD KING
HAMLET.  "The Godfather" music plays.  There's a knock at the door)

SOOTHSAYER:  Get the door.  And turn that thing down!

(DEAD KING HAMLET picks up a remote control, and turns down the TV.  "The Godfather" music
dies down, but not out.  He then answers the door.  BELLBOY enters, carrying a bowl of oranges)

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Whadya want?

BELLBOY:  Here are the oranges you asked for.

SOOTHSAYER:  Put em on the table. (He does)  Hey kid, you want a tip?  Here, take one of these 
canolis.

BELLBOY:  Oh, no, I'm fine.

DEAD KING HAMLET:  You refusing an offer from the Boss?

SOOTHSAYER:  C'mon kid.  Leave the fruit, take a canoli.

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Take one.

BELLBOY:  (Scared of DEAD KING HAMLET) Okay...

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Now get out of here.

(BELLBOY is more than happy to Exit)

SOOTHSAYER:  Why you gotta be so mean to the kid?  Huh?  Whazzamatta with you?

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Sorry, Boss.

(There's another knock at the door)

SOOTHSAYER:  Get the door.

(DEAD KING HAMLET opens the door.  In walks BANQUO'S GHOST, an equally menacing and
brutish thug)

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Well, well, well... Banquo's Ghost.
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BANQUO'S GHOST:  Hello yourself, Dead King Hamlet.

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Still a big dumb ghost I see.

BANQUO'S GHOST:  Still a dead king's ghost, huh?

DEAD KING HAMLET:  You're a ghost.

BANQUO'S GHOST:  No, you're a ghost.

DEAD KING HAMLET:  No, you're a ghost.

BANQUO'S GHOST:  No, you're a ghost.

(JUDY, JANET, and JILL push their way through the two ghosts)

JUDY:  Oh my gosh, we get it!  Congratulations, you're both ghosts.

JANET:  You two are arguing over the stupidest thing.

JILL:  All ghost, no brains.

SOOTHSAYER:  Aaahhh... the Weird Sisters.  Come in.  Take a seat.

JUDY:  It's been a long time, Soothsayer.

JANET:  We haven't seen you since you warned Julius Caesar about the “Ides of March”.

JILL:  Still don't know why you couldn't just say March 15th.  

SOOTHSAYER:  And I haven't seen you three since you told old Macbeth all about his wonderful 
future.  How'd that work out for him?

JUDY:  Can it, Soothsayer.

JANET:  We tried to warn him.

JILL:  Yeah, how'd things end up for Caesar?

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Your bosses better start being nicer.

BANQUO'S GHOST:  Your boss better start being nicer!

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Oh yeah?!

BANQUO'S GHOST:  Yeah!

(The two ghosts rush at each other and start slap fighting)
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SOOTHSAYER:  Knock it off! (They stop)  Get over here, you big lug.

JUDY:  (To BANQUO'S GHOST) Stop being an idiot.

JANET:  Look, Soothsayer, why are we here?

JILL:  Yeah, why did you call this meeting?

SOOTHSAYER:  We've gotten along pretty well over these years, haven't we?  You can predict the 
future... I can predict the future.

JUDY:  Yeah, we've divided up this city pretty nicely.

JANET:  We control all the future predictions on the East Side.

JILL:  And you control all the future predictions on the West Side.

SOOTHSAYER:  I thought we had a nice little agreement.

JUDY:  So did we.  We were happy with all of our palm reading stores.

JANET:  And we assumed you were happy with all of your tarot card stores.

JILL:  Business is good... or is it?

(Pause)

DEAD KING HAMLET:  There's so much tension right now!

BANQUO'S GHOST:  I can't handle it!

(The two ghosts rush at each other and start slap fighting.  The others just hang their heads and
shake them back and forth.  Eventually the two ghosts run out of steam)

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Feel better?

BANQUO'S GHOST:  Much.  Thank you.

(They return to their spots)

SOOTHSAYER:  If business is so good in your turf, then why you trying to muscle into mine?

JUDY:  I'm so glad you asked.

JANET:  We were about to ask the same question.

JILL:  Can you explain all these?
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(She snaps her fingers.  BANQUO'S GHOST produces a large bag, and pours it out on the ground.
Dozens of fortune cookies come tumbling out)

JUDY:  You been spreading fortune cookies all over our East Side.

JANET:  And they're not even good fortunes, neither.

JILL:  (Breaks one open and reads it) “You are well liked, and the life of the party”  That's not even 
a fortune!

SOOTHSAYER:  Don't act all innocent yourselves, ladies.

(She snaps her fingers, and DEAD KING HAMLET produces a newspaper)

SOOTHSAYER:  You've been giving daily horoscopes in all my papers on the West Side.  And 
they're terrible.  (She reads) “Today is the day.  Make it happen”.  That's atrociously vague!

JUDY:  It gets worse!  Can we talk about the Channel 4 News Team?  One name: Brock Thunder.

SOOTHSAYER:  The weatherman?

JANET:  He's been predicting the weather all over the East Side... and making a fortune!

SOOTHSAYER:  He makes a fortune off of the West Side as well.

JILL:  Of course, because he's one of yours!

SOOTHSAYER:  No, I thought he worked for you.

JUDY:  Why would we hire such a ridiculously named weatherman?

SOOTHSAYER:  Brock Thunder is a terrible name!

JANET:  Who names their kid, Brock?

SOOTHSAYER:  But if he doesn't work for you...

JILL:  And he doesn't work for you...

(They stare at each other, trying to figure it out.  Until it finally dawns on them, and they slowly turn
to their Ghosts)

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Boom!  How you like that?!

BANQUO'S GHOST:  In yo face!

DEAD KING HAMLET:  We're done working for you.  We got Brock Thunder working for us, and 
he's making a killing at predicting the weather.
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BANQUO'S GHOST:  And that's because, unlike you, we're actually good at this stuff!

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Who got Hamlet to believe his uncle killed me?  Ummm... this guy!

BANQUO'S GHOST:  And who got Macbeth to finally find a conscience?  Ah-me!

DEAD KING HAMLET:  (To the SOOTHSAYER) Did your warning stop Caesar from getting 
stabbed in the back?  Nope!

BANQUO'S GHOST:  (To the Weird Sisters) And did your warning guide Macbeth to safety?  
Ohhhhh!  Swing and a miss!

DEAD KING HAMLET:  And now, we're leaving you in the dust.

BANQUO'S GHOST:  We may be the ghosts... but you're dead to us.

DEAD KING HAMLET:  Ghosts: Out!

(They both Exit)

JUDY:  Huh.

JANET:  Huh.

JILL:  Huh.

SOOTHSAYER:  Man... who could've seen that coming?

(Fade to black, as the “Godfather” music comes back in.  It plays as we fade in on MRS. LUTZ still
at the front desk, watching TV.  BELLHOP enters)

BELLHOP:  Can you please turn that down.

MRS. LUTZ:  (She does) It's okay, it's a commercial anyways.

BELLHOP:  Anything happen while I was gone?

MRS. LUTZ:  (Looking at her hair) I found another gray hair.

BELLHOP:  My hands have pastry frosting all over them.  I'm going to go wash up.

MRS. LUTZ:  Your bow tie is crooked again.

BELLHOP:  No it's not.

MRS. LUTZ:  Huh.  Maybe it's your weird hair.

BELLHOP:  (Annoyed) I'm going to go wash my hands.
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(BELLHOP exits)

MRS. LUTZ:  …or maybe it's the weird shape of her head.  (She shrug, and changes the channel) I 
wonder what else is on...  Oh, I love this commercial.

(Cut to a commercial from her TV.  We see OBERON and LARRY, facing the camera)

OBERON:  Hey!  Are you tired of never getting the ladies?

LARRY:  I'm tired of never getting the ladies.

OBERON:  Are you too scared to talk to girls?

LARRY:  Talk to girls?  Yikes!

OBERON:  Are you still bitter about Tracy dumping you in high school?

LARRY:  I'm still bitter-- hey... how did you know that?

OBERON:  Then you need help, Loser!

LARRY:  I'm not a loser.  My name's Larry.

OBERON:  Larry the Loser!

LARRY:  Why are you so mean to me?

OBERON:  Don't be like Larry the Loser here!

LARRY:  You're a bully.  Do you need a hug?

OBERON:  What you need is this!  (Pulls out a small bottle) Oberon's Flower Power.

LARRY:  Your name is Oberon?  And you're making fun of me?

OBERON:  This secret combination of exotic flowers can sway any woman to fall in love with you!

LARRY:  That can't be true.

OBERON:  (Turns to LARRY with a serious tone) Are you calling me a liar?

LARRY:  Gulp.  No.

OBERON:  (Back to the audience) Watch as Larry the Loser tries to talk to a girl.

LARRY:  What girl, it's just you and me.

OBERON:  (Pulls out a doll, and talks for her in a girly voice) Hi there, Cutie.  What's your name?

8



Hotel Shakespeare Joshua Evans & Jason Weiler

LARRY:  This is ridiculous.

OBERON:  (Girly voice) Don't you wanna talk to me, Cutie?

LARRY:  (Unenthusiastically) Fine.  Hi, my name is Larry.

OBERON:  (Girly voice) Ew!  You're gross!  You're a disgusting excuse for a man.

LARRY:  But you just called me "Cutie"... twice.

OBERON:  Larry the Loser earns his name again!

LARRY:  What?  Because I can't flirt with a doll?

OBERON:  It's a metaphor!

LARRY:  A metaphor?  I mean, that's maybe an analogy...

OBERON:  Quiet, Nerd!  (He sprays some of the bottle in LARRY'S face)

LARRY:  Hey!

OBERON:  Instantly, Larry the Loser is transformed, with the help of Oberon's Flower Power!

LARRY:  You can't just go around, spraying people in the face.

OBERON:  I just did!

LARRY:  No, I mean--

OBERON:  (He's brought the doll back out, along with the girly voice) Oh my!  What a handsome 
man you are.

LARRY:  Oh, it's you again.

OBERON:  (Girly voice) I can't believe I was so mean to you.

LARRY:  (Rolls his eyes) A doll is apologizing to me.

OBERON:  (Girly voice) Let me make it up to you... Will you go out with me, please?  Please!!

LARRY:  What?  You're asking me out?  I've never had a girl ask me out before.

OBERON:  (Girly voice) I've never met a man so handsome before.

LARRY:  Ok... well... sure.  Let's go out on a date!

OBERON:  (He tosses the doll to LARRY) You see!  Behold the wonder of Oberon's Flower Power!
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LARRY:  (Talking to the doll) Where should we go for dinner tonight?

OBERON:  Don't be a moron!  That's a doll!

LARRY:  Leave us alone!  We're in love!  You'll never understand!!

(LARRY runs off and Exits)

OBERON:  (Pause) Maybe I made it too strong!  (Pause) Call now!!

(The commercial ends and the title screen for “Merchants of Venus” pops up  MRS. LUTZ is
intrigued, and decides to watch.  We fade in on a strange planet.  CAPTAIN BASSAN, ENSIGN

GRATNO and LIEUTENANT ATONA walk the alien landscape)

GRAT:  Captain, I'm picking up two carbon based lifeforms fast approaching.  One hundered space 
meters.

BASSAN:  Looks like we have company.  Thank you, Grat.  Space Lasers ready.  Keep that trigger 
finger steady, Atona.

GRAT:  Fifty space meters.

(ATONA and BASSAN engage their space lasers)

ATONA:  Steady as a space earthquake on Mercury, Captain.

GRAT:  Ten space meters... five... three...

BASSAN:  Identify yourself, by order of the Merchants of Venus!

(BASSAN and ATONA aim their lasers only to hear one engage behind them.  They have been
caught)

SKY LOCK:  Good to see you again, Captain.

(The crew puts up their hands.  SKY LOCK and ESSICAJ appear)

ESSICAJ:  Well, well... if it isn't the Merchants of Venus.

BASSAN:  Sky Lock, Essicaj.  How long has it been?  One space year?  Two?

SKY LOCK:  Try five!  We loaned you 17 trillion space dollars to buy space snacks for your space 
party, but we never got an invite OR our money back!

ESSICAJ:  Did you think we wouldn't find you?

BASSAN:  I can explain, we... er... Atona, help me out.
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ATONA:  We... got lost.

ESSICAJ:  Lost?

GRAT:  Indeed.  We were pulled into a worm hole, which launched us across the galaxy.

SKY LOCK:  Do no lie to me!  I am Sky Lock!  You took our money and had your space party 
without us!

BASSAN:  That's crazy!  It's not a space party if Sky Lock's not there.

ESSICAJ:  Lies!  Sky Lock is terrible at parties!

SKY LOCK:  I have social anxiety!

GRAT:  Captain, I suggest we negotiate a deal.  I'm picking up elevated levels of... vengeance.

BASSAN:  Look, what do you want to settle this whole mess?

SKY LOCK:  A space pound of your space flesh!

(Suspense zinger!)

ATONA:  That's insane!

ESSICAJ:  Is it?  This contract explicitly states that if the captain fails to pay, then we are owed...

(A gulp of fear)

BASSAN:  ...a space pound of my space flesh.

ATONA:  Insane, I tell you!

GRAT:  According to my calculations, removing that amount of flesh from the captain would mean 
a 99.998r678:)167% chance of death.

SKY LOCK:  THAT'S WHY YOU DON'T MESS WITH SKY LOCK!  It's time to pay up!

(SKY LOCK removes a space fork from his space pouch.  Just then, PORT-1A beams into the scene)

PORT-1A:  Put down that space fork!  It's good to see you, Captain.

ESSICAJ:  Who are you?

BASSAN:  This is Port-1A.  My lawyerbot.

PORT-1A:  Downloading contract.
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SKY LOCK:  My contracts are space iron clad.  You cannot space weasel your way out.

ATONA:  We have space weaseled out of worse than this!

ESSICAJ:  You be quiet!  I don't like your tone.

(Tensions rise as everyone starts yelling at each other.  Meanwhile, PORT-1A is downloading the
contract)

GRAT:  Quiet!!  The lawyerbot is ready to speak.

PORT-1A:  We will need a space judge.

(A SPACE JUDGE beams into the scene)

SPACE JUDGE:  Did someone say Space Judge?

PORT-1A:  Your honor, I argue that this contract DOES NOT entitle Sky Lock to a space pound of 
Captain Bassan's space flesh.

SPACE JUDGE:  On what grounds?

PORT-1A:  On the grounds of gravity!

(Gasps!)

SKY LOCK:  What is she talking about?

SPACE JUDGE:  Proceed.

PORT-1A:  What's in a space pound, your honor?

SPACE JUDGE:  I don't know.  You're the lawyer.  You tell me.

PORT-1A:  Is it a Neptunian pound?  Martian?  Maybe it's Plutonian?  This contract DOES NOT 
STIPULATE.

(Gasps!  Everyone grumbles)

SPACE JUDGE:  Order!  Don't make me call the space bailiff!

PORT-1A:  Furthermore, what is flesh?  A space apple has flesh.  So does a space banana.

SPACE JUDGE:  I do like space banana.

PORT-1A:  Would that satiate the space hunger of this maniac?  Furthermore, what is space?  WHO 
are WE?  WHAT is WHO?  Is what where?
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GRAT:  Captain, I think she is malfunctioning.

ATONA:  Shhh!

PORT-1A:  Where is when?  Why are here?

ESSICAJ:  Yeah, why am I here?

SKY LOCK:  Enough!  I want my SPACE FLESH!

SPACE JUDGE:  Order!  Space Order!  After very little deliberation, I have my space verdict, and...
it is for the Captain!

ATONA:  Yes!  No space flesh for you today, Sky Lock!

GRAT:  I'm picking up elevated levels of... losing!

SKY LOCK:  No!!!!

ESSICAJ:  From now on, I write the contracts!  This is the third space pound of space flesh we've 
lost this month!

SPACE JUDGE:  Another problem solved.  My work is done here.  Until next time.  Space Judge 
Away!!

(SPACE JUDGE beams away.  Everyone cheers, except SKY LOCK)

BASSAN:  Thank you, Port-1A.  I owe you my life.

PORT-1A:  What is life?

(PORT-1A powers down)

SKY LOCK:  I just wanted to be invited to your space party.

BASSAN:  I tell you what.  You give us some space money, and we'll go get some space snacks for 
a space party!

SKY LOCK:  Okay!  ...Hey, wait.  I'm not falling for that again.

(Everyone laughs.  Credits role.  We come back to MRS. LUTZ as BELLHOP enters)

BELLHOP:  I don't understand how you can watch--

MRS. LUTZ:  (Interrupting) Room 1113 needs a sandwich.

BELLHOP:  Oh.  Okay.  (Starts to leave, but is stopped by another request)
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MRS. LUTZ:  And Room 909 wants more towels and pillow chocolates.

BELLHOP:  Got it.  (Starts to leave, but is stopped again by MRS. LUTZ'S words)

MRS. LUTZ:  And kid...

BELLHOP:  Yeah?

MRS. LUTZ:  Your bow tie is crooked.

BELLHOP:  (Annoyed and exiting) Go clean something!

(MRS. LUTZ picks up her feather duster, looks at it, then tosses over her shoulder.  Crossfade to
JULIET'S hotel room.  The NURSE and the FRIAR watch JULIET, as JULIET stares at a potion she

holds in front of her face)

JULIET:  So I simply drink this vial and I will appear to be dead?

(FRIAR and NURSE nod their heads)

FRIAR:  For 42 hours.

NURSE:  And then you'll wake up and start a brand new life with Romeo!

JULIET:  Oh Romeo, Romeo!  Where for art thou Romeo?

FRIAR:  ...banished.  That's why we're doing this.

NURSE:  Get your head in the game, Juliet.

JULIET:  Right.  Okay.  I'll do it!

NURSE:  Oh what romance!  You two are going to be so happy together!

(NURSE claps.  FRIAR turns away to plan.  JULIET swigs the potion and subsequently collapses)

FRIAR:  We just need to get you home where you'll drink the potion.  They will find your body, put 
it in the family tomb...

NURSE:  Er... Friar.

FRIAR:  ...badabingbadaboom... you'll wake up and who will be there waiting?  Romeo!

(FRIAR turns back.  Then down.  Then up)

NURSE:  She drank the potion.

FRIAR:  But she was supposed to wait till she was home.
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NURSE:  Don't tell me.  Tell her.

FRIAR:  But she's...

NURSE:  ...dead.  For the time being.

(Knock at the door.  It's LADY CAPULET)

LADY CAPULET:  (VO) Hello, Juliet?  It's your mother.

FRIAR:  Oh no!  What do we do?

NURSE:  It looks like we killed her!

FRIAR:  Hide the body!

NURSE:  There's no time!  I'm just gonna prop her up.  Okay, how does she look?

(The NURSE props her up on a chair.  JULIET looks very dead)

FRIAR:  Dead.  She looks very dead.

NURSE:  Wait!  I got it!

(NURSE takes a pair of sunglasses off FRIAR'S head.  More knocking)

LADY CAPULET:  (VO) Hello!

(FRIAR opens the door)

FRIAR:  Hello!

LADY CAPULET:  Friar?  Where is Juliet?

FRIAR:  Why... she's right over there.

(They point to the chair.  JULIET still looks dead but now with cool sunglasses.  LADY CAPULET
looks suspicious)

LADY CAPULET:  Juliet... Juliet?  JULIET!!!  Why is she not speaking to me?!

NURSE:  She is very upset at the moment.

LADY CAPULET:  The silent treatment is it?  ...Well I'm not going to apologize for anything!  
NONE of this is my fault.

(A moment of silence)
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LADY CAPULET:  (Crying) Oh Juliet!  It's ALL my fault!!!  Can you ever forgive me?

(More silence)

LADY CAPULET:  (Combative) Oh get over it already.  You were the one who had to go fall in 
love with that rat faced Romeo!  (Screaming) Why won't you talk to me?!!

FRIAR:  She just needs some space.  She'll come around eventually.

LADY CAPULET:  (Dismissive) Fine.  Don't speak to me.  I don't care a bit.  I have my dignity.  
(Crying) PLEASE TALK TO ME!  I'LL DO ANYTHING!

(FRIAR closes the door on her)

FRIAR:  That was close!

(A knock at the door)

FRIAR:  (Opening the door) Lady Capulet, please...

(PARIS is at the door)

PARIS:  Count Paris has arrived!  I'm here for my Juliet?

FRIAR:  Just a sec.

(He slams the door on PARIS)

NURSE:  What do we do?

(JULIET falls off the chair)

FRIAR:  I got it!

(FRIAR pulls JULIET by the feet to the closet.  More knocking.  NURSE opens the door)

NURSE:  Apologies.  Just had to... tidy up.

PARIS:  I can't wait a moment longer!  I'm here, my love!

(PARIS enters the room, looking around)

PARIS:  Where is she?

NURSE:  She is... in the closet.

PARIS:  The closet?
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NURSE:  Yes.  It's darkness matched the darkness of her soul since she has been away from you...

PARIS:  How poetic!  I'm here for you, my love!

(He opens the door.  JULIET is in a big coat, suspended from a clothes hanger)

PARIS:  My angel!   You look as though you're suspended by the heavens!

(JULIET hangs out)

PARIS:  I know you want to apologize, but I don't want to hear a word of it.

(FRIAR makes JULIET do a shrug)

PARIS:  You were so overwhelmed with love for me that you ran off with that ferret faced Romeo.  
It makes complete sense!

(FRIAR makes JULIET do a thumbs up, then sneezes)

PARIS:  I love you too.  I'm off to plan the rest of our life together.  I have a feeling our romance 
will be passed down through the ages!  Count Paris... and Juliet.  Goodbye!

(JULIET waves.  PARIS leaves.  JULIET falls out of the closet.  There is more knocking.  It's the
BELLHOP)

BELLHOP:  (VO) Room service.

NURSE:  Not again.

FRIAR:  I'm done with this nonsense.  Get the suitcase.

(We cut to JULIET being stuffed into the suitcase)

NURSE:  Alright.  I just have to fold her feet.

BELLHOP:  (VO) Is anyone there?

FRIAR:  Move her elbow.

NURSE:  Watch out for her nose.

BELLHOP:  (VO) Coming in...

FRIAR:  Almost there.

(NURSE hops up and down on the suitcase to make JULIET fit.  BELLHOP enters with a sandwich)

NURSE:  We didn't kill her!  We swear!
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FRIAR:  We were only trying to help!

BELLHOP:  Er... did someone order a sandwich?

(JULIET'S arm pops out of the suitcase.  BELLHOP looks up)

FRIAR:  Young love, am I right?

(BELLHOP slowly places the sandwich on the ground in the doorway, and walks away slowly.  We
slowly fade out on a shot of the sandwich, and fade in on HAMLET'S hotel room.  YORICK stands

near the bathroom door)

YORICK:  Hamlet, please come out.  You're the star of this movie.  We need you on the set.

HAMLET:  (VO from behind the door) I can't hear you!

(OSRIC enters)

OSRIC:  The studio sent me to check in.  Is Hamlet any closer to returning?

YORICK:  Hamlet?

HAMLET:  Go away!

YORICK:  I don't know how to talk to this guy.  Hamlet is a very serious method actor.  That means
he is ALWAYS in character.  You try.

(OSRIC knocks)

OSRIC:  Hamlet...

HAMLET:  Hamlet isn't here!  If you wish to speak to me, please use my REAL name... Dandelion 
Sparkle Hooves, Prince of the Pegasi!

OSRIC:  Er... Okay... Hey, Dandelion Sparkle Hooves, you want to open the door?

(HAMLET flings the door open)

HAMLET:  How can the prince serve you?

OSRIC:  The studio wants to know if you are coming to set for the movie shoot?

HAMLET:  Studio?  Set?  Movie?  I am unfamiliar with these terms.

YORICK:  This is what I've been dealing with.

(There is a knock.  HAMLET opens the door to find the BELLHOP)
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BELLHOP:  Prince Dandelion.  Please accept this gift of fresh towels and Andies Chocolate Mints 
to adorn your pillow.

HAMLET:  I will accept your gifts.  Thank you, servant.

BELLHOP:  Also, I'm a huge fan.  Can I get your autograph--

(HAMLET slams the door in the BELLHOP'S face)

OSRIC:  (To YORICK) I think I get it.  (To HAMLET) Price Dandelion, the Pegasi counsel requires 
your presence at the castle most urgently...

HAMLET:  The evil tyrant king, my uncle, has made a mess and they need me to clean it up do 
they?

YORICK:  (To OSRIC) I think you are on to something.  (To HAMLET) Oh yes, my prince!  Please 
return so you can take your rightful place on the throne.

HAMLET:  My people need me.  I shall return!

OSRIC:  Hooray!

HAMLET:  ...on three conditions!

YORICK:  Ugh.

HAMLET:  First, prove you are not a spy and recite the Pegasi Oath!

(YORICK passes OSRIC the script)

OSRIC:  Ah, yes of course.  The Pegasi Oath.

(OSRIC flips through the pages)

YORICK:  Page 53.

OSRIC:  Found it.  Okay.  Here we go.  “I am a Pegasi and I am a pretty pretty pony.  I promise to 
protect the people using my wittle wainbow wings.  I am a cutesy wutesy wittle horse, who is 
definitely NOT a unicorn.”

HAMLET:  That always makes me cry.  ALRIGHT!  Next up: The Pegasi SECRET 
HANDSHAKE!

(OSRIC looks at YORICK)

YORICK:  I got this one.

(HAMLET takes a deep breath)
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HAMLET:  One, two, three go!

(HAMLET begins an elaborate hand shake and YORICK struggles but somehow manages to make
it through)

HAMLET:  Impressive.  One last condition.  The Prance of the Prince of the Pegasus.  The sacred 
dance of our ancestors.

(HAMLET claps his hands and the song “Pegasus” by the Hollies begins.  OSRIC covers his ears.
It's terrible.  HAMLET begins)

OSRIC:  No!  I can't do it!

(YORICK reaches out his hand)

YORICK:  We'll do it together.

(HAMLET, YORICK, and OSRIC do the complicated and cringeworthy dance.  It's terrible and
beautiful all at once.  The song ends.  YORICK and OSRIC are out of breath)

HAMLET:  You've both proven worthy Pegasi.  (Breaking character) Alright, let's make this stupid 
movie.  Grab my duffel bag.  Careful, it's Gucci.  Remember, I'm only allowed to drink non-filtered 
mineral water on Wednesdays... or was it extra-filtered alkaline water on Mondays?  You figure it 
out.  Call my life coach!  Also, fire the limo driver.  He had a weird hat on yesterday.  Also, Dippin 
Dots.  I want some.  Now.  WHERE ARE MY DIPPIN DOTS?!

(Slow fade out as YORICK and OSRIC scramble around the room.  Fade in on MRS. LUTZ fast
asleep at the front desk with her head tilted back.  BELLHOP enters, sees MRS. LUTZ and can't

help but shake her head at the cleaning lady's uselessness)

MRS. LUTZ:  (With her eyes still closed) Your bow tie's crooked.

BELLHOP:  I see you're hard at work.

MRS. LUTZ:  (She peaks one eye open) Can I fix it?

BELLHOP:  My bow tie?

MRS. LUTZ:  (Fully awake now) Please?

BELLHOP:  Be my guest.  (She tips her chin up and looks to the ceiling to let MRS. LUTZ fix it)

MRS. LUTZ:  (Fixing the bow tie) Ha.  That's funny, cuz you work at a hotel.

BELLHOP:  (Sill looking up, but the bow tie is completely gone) Did you fix it yet?

MRS. LUTZ:  (Now holding the bow tie in her hand) Ummm... Yup.
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BELLHOP:  (Bringing her head and eyes back down) Good.

MRS. LUTZ:  (Puts the bow tie in her pocket before BELLHOP sees it) Oh, you got a noise 
complaint.  Room 710.

BELLHOP:  Ugh.

MRS. LUTZ:  Lots of yelling

BELLHOP:  Great.

MRS. LUTZ:  Good luck.

BELLHOP:  (Exiting) Thanks.

MRS. LUTZ:  (Turns to the TV, changes the channel. “Bad Boys” is heard) Oh, I love this show!

(Cut to Room 710, where IAGO, TYBALT, CLAUDIUS, MACBETH, and TITUS are all sitting in
folding chairs in a semi-circle, talking to each other.  STEVE, who is also sitting with them, clears

his throat to quiet them and stands)

STEVE:  Hello villains, and welcome to the Villain Support Group.  You're all very brave for being 
here tonight.

ALL:  Thank you, Steve.

STEVE:  (Furious) "Thank you, Steve"? "Thank you"?! You villains are pathetic!!! Now I see why 
you're here! You want to get better at being mean and nasty, but all you can say is "Thank you"?! 
Let's try that again! (Clears his throat, and calmly says) You're all very brave for being here tonight.

(All together)
IAGO:
     I'll kill you!  I will kill you!
TYBALT:
     I will destroy you!  Dead!
CLAUDIUS:
     Death to Steve!  Painfully slow death!
MACBETH:
     Shut up, Steve!  Just shut it!
TITUS:
     I hate Steve!  I hate Steve!  I hate Steve!  I hate Steve!  I hate Steve!

STEVE:  Well then... That, Villains, was nasty and rude.  Titus, the repeating of "I hate Steve" over 
and over again was an especially Evil touch.

TITUS:  Your compliment makes me sick.

(STEVE gives a big thumbs up to TITUS)
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STEVE:  First order of business for our Villain Support Group meeting: Let us recite the pledge.

(Everyone stands up, and speaks together)

ALL:  I am a villain.
I will bring destruction to your life.
Nothing is off-limits.
Be it family,
Friend,
Puppy,
or Driver License Pictures.
My deed is sinister,
My motives are black.
And yes,
It was me who farted in the elevator.
I am a villain.

(They all sit)

STEVE:  We are gathered here today to work on making ourselves more and more evil.  Let's start 
with our Personal Accomplishments.

IAGO:  (Standing) Villains, it is I, Iago.

ALL:  Death to Iago.

IAGO:  I hated my best friend, Othello, so much that I schemed and plotted for him to think that his
girlfriend was cheating on him.  He ended up stabbing her.

ALL:  (Skeptical of the Evilness of this) Well...

IAGO:  Then he stabbed himself.

(Everyone golf claps, and IAGO sits)

TYBALT:  (Standing) Fellow villains, I am Tybalt.

ALL:  Death to Tybalt.

TYBALT:  I hate all Montagues!!

STEVE:  Anything else to add...

TYBALT:  I hate Peace with the Montagues!!!

STEVE:  Yes, but--

TYBALT:  (He takes out a pencil, and holds it with two hands) Montagues... (He snaps the pencil)
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STEVE:  (Nodding) Simple and to the point.

(Everyone golf claps, and TYBALT sits)

CLAUDIUS:  (Standing) Fear me, swine, for I am Claudius.

ALL:  Death to Claudius.

CLAUDIUS:  Oh, where to begin?  (Begins listing things, using his fingers) I poisoned my brother, 
Old King Hamlet.  I didn't trust my new son-in-law, Hamlet, so I hired his best friends to kill him.  
They ended up being sold to and killed by pirates.  Later I tried to poison Hamlet, and ended up 
accidentally poisoning my new wife instead.  I've been busy...

(Everyone golf claps, and CLAUDIUS sits)

MACBETH:  (Standing) I am known.  I am Macbeth.

ALL:  Death to Macbeth.

MACBETH:  I grew so hungry for power I killed my king, my best friend, his son, my enemy's 
pregnant wife, and I stole candy from a baby.

STEVE:  Macbeth... did you just lie about that last part.

MACBETH:  Yes, yes I did.

STEVE:  (Thumbs up) That was very evil of you.

(Everyone gold claps, and MACBETH sits)

TITUS:  (Standing) Simpletons, I am Titus Andronicus.

ALL:  Death to Titus.

TITUS:  I like to cook.

STEVE:  (Leading him) Cook what?

TITUS:  Meat pies.

STEVE:  Aaaaaaannnnnnd...?

TITUS:  I slaughtered my enemy's sons, and secretly served them to her in a delicious meat pie.

(Pause)

IAGO:  Did she eat the pie?
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TITUS:  She licked the bowl.  (He sits)

(Pause.  Then they all stand up and golf clap.  Eventually they all sit back down)

STEVE:  Alright Villains, we're here to become the baddest villains we can be.  It's time to get to 
work.  Is everybody ready?

ALL:  Death to Steve!

STEVE:  Excellent.

(STEVE stands, grabs a teddy bear from behind his chair, and places it in the middle of the group)

STEVE:  Look at this cuddly teddy bear.  It's so cute.  So adorable.  It just wants to give you a hug.  
(Looks at the Villains) Destroy it with your words.

(All the Villains stand up and begin warming up, like a boxer before the bell)

TITUS:  Your father was so disappointed in you, he ripped off his button eyes when he saw what he 
had sewn!

STEVE:  Very evil, Titus.  Plus: good sewing pun.

MACBETH:  Ha!  You call yourself a teddy bear?  Don't make me plush!

STEVE:  Okay, Macbeth.  Kinda evil.

CLAUDIUS:  You're so full of yourself, you're literally stuffed!

STEVE:  Remember guys, they don't all have to be puns about stuffed animals.

TYBALT:    You're so disgustingly cute, it's completely un-bear-able!

STEVE:    (Getting frustrated) Guys!  More evil.  Less puns!

IAGO:  I got this!  I got this!  I will destroy you and your entire family!

STEVE:  That's the evil I'm looking for!

IAGO:  Your family will die a grizzly death!

(All the Villains, except for STEVE, begin to crack up and repeat their favorite puns.  Laughing and
holding their stomachs, they can barely contain themselves)

STEVE:  Enough!  Stop!  Stop!

(No one notices BELLHOP Enter)
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BELLHOP:  Excuse me?  (Louder) Excuse me!!

(All the Villains stop laughing and turn to look at BELLHOP)

STEVE:  Who are you?

BELLHOP:  I work for the hotel.  I'm the Bellhop.

STEVE:  The Bellhop?  If you're the Bellhop, then where's you silly bow tie?

BELLHOP:  (Grasping at her neck, realizing it's gone) And now I've lost my bow tie.

STEVE:  Some Bellhop you are.

BELLHOP:  Look, I got a noise complaint about this room.  I'm just here to ask you all to keep it 
down in here.

(STEVE is about to rip into the BELLHOP when, suddenly, the Villains profusely apologize)

BELLHOP:  It's totally okay guys, just bring the volume down.

(BELLHOP Exits.  All the Villains turn to look at STEVE, who is definitely not happy with their
apologizing.  He stands very still, and stares at them)

STEVE:  Pathetic.  Apologizing to a Bellhop?

IAGO:  It's hard to be Evil all the time, Steve.  And what gives you the right to judge us, Steve?  
Who ever heard of the super evil Steve?

(STEVE takes out his cell phone, and calmly brings up something on the screen.  He then holds it
out for all the Villains to see)

TYBLAT:  (Looking at the phone) Hey, is this our favorite TV show, “Island of Villains”?!  We love
this show!

CLAUDIUS:  Wait a minute... is this a spoiler?!!  It is a spoiler!!

MACBETH:  I can't look away!  I can't... Steve, stop!  STOP!  STOP STEVE!!  Before it's too la--

(All the Villains gasp at something they see on the screen. Silence. TITUS quietly begins to weep)

TITUS:  You ruined it.  You ruined the whole show...

STEVE:  (Starts to exit) Call me when you guys are serious about being real Villains.

(STEVE Exits)
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IAGO:  “Parting is such sweet sorrow
That I shall say goodnight til it be morrow”

TYBALT:  Iago, that was beautiful.  Who wrote that?

IAGO:  William Shakes-bear!

(They all try to hold back for a moment, but eventually burst out laughing again as we fade to
black.  “Bad Boys” fades in as we also fade back in on MRS. LUTZ, still watching TV.  BELLHOP

enters exhausted)

BELLHOP:  What a night!

MRS. LUTZ:  (Handing BELLHOP a bow tie) I found your bow tie.

BELLHOP:  (Grabbing at her neck) I thought you fixed it!

MRS. LUTZ:  It was in my pocket.

BELLHOP:  What?!  Why was it in your pocket?

MRS. LUTZ:  I stole it.

BELLHOP:  Why?!

MRS. LUTZ:  It made you look stupid.

BELLHOP:  So why give it back?

MRS. LUTZ:  I realized it wasn't the bow tie's fault.

BELLHOP:  Oh ha, ha, ha.  (Looks down at the bow tie) Well, I don't want it then.

MRS. LUTZ:  I don't want it.

BELLHOP:  You stole it, you keep it.

MRS. LUTZ:  No, take it kid.

BELLHOP:  No.

(MRS. LUTZ tries to give it to her, but she's not having it.  MRS. LUTZ casually tosses it to the
BELLHOP, who makes no attempt to catch it.  The bow tie bounces off her chest, and falls to the

floor, behind the desk.  They both look down at it)

MRS. LUTZ:  (Pointing at the floor) There's your bow tie.

BELLHOP:  Yeah, it's on the floor.
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MRS. LUTZ:  Sure is.

BELLHOP:  Looks like someone should CLEAN that up.

MRS. LUTZ:  It's not mine.

BELLHOP:  No, but it certainly is something that needs to be CLEANED up.

(They both look at each other.  BELLHOP crosses her arms, waiting.  MRS. LUTZ lets out a huge
sigh)

MRS. LUTZ:  Fiiiiine.

(MRS. LUTZ drops down behind the desk to pick up the bow tie.  Just then, a booming voice is
heard off-camera)

MR. SHAKESPEARE (VO):  Why is the front door unlocked?  Is someone in here?  Hello?

BELLHOP:  Hello?  Who's there?

MR. SHAKESPEARE (VO):  You don't get to ask that question, I own this hotel.

BELLHOP:  Mr. Shakespeare!

(MR. SHAKESPEARE enters)

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  I say!  Are you the bellhop who works for me.

BELLHOP:  Yes sir!  I've been working all night, and everything's going great!

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  But why are you here?  I closed down the hotel for tonight, and I invited all
my hotel employees to join me at the movie premiere.  Didn't you get the email?

BELLHOP:  Must've missed that one, sir.

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  You poor girl!  I am so sorry!  (Sighs) You didn't miss much though.  The 
movie was a disaster.  The press will have a field day.  I need to come up with a new story, and 
soon!

BELLHOP:  Sorry to hear that, sir.

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  No matter.  (His attention back to the BELLHOP) But you... you've been 
here alone this whole night?  Why?

BELLHOP:  Somebody had to look after the place and all her guests.

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  What guests?  I purposefully shut down the hotel tonight, so that all my 
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employees could come to the movie.  We have no bookings at all tonight.  Look... look here...

(He pulls out the hotel registry, and shows it to BELLHOP)

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  Look, no one is signed in, and we have no guests.

BELLHOP:  I don't understand.  Mrs. Lutz and I have been answering phone--

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  Mrs. Lutz?  The cleaning lady?  Why, she's been dead for over forty five 
years!  She died when I was still a boy.

BELLHOP:  But... (Looks around) but she was just...

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  (Excitedly) Did you see Mrs. Lutz?  Did you see some hotel guests?

BELLHOP:  (Speechless, she nods her head and utters) Uh-huh.

MR. SHAKESPEARE:  That means that you've seen some of the hotel's ghosts!  That's amazing!

BELLHOP:  (Finding her voice again) Mr. Shakespeare, you say that you need a new film in order 
to save your reputation?  Well have I got a few stories for you...

(Fade to Blackout)
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