
Better Choices Joshua Evans

Fade in on the Interior of a high school classroom.  It is empty except for three characters.
A teacher, MISS JONES, stands in front of her desk looking down at RACHEL, a student seated to
her right.  Cut to RACHEL pouting in her desk.  She's in trouble, and she's annoyed that she's in
trouble.  Cut back to MISS JONES who then looks down to her left to see another seated student,

HEATHER.  She is also in trouble, and she is also annoyed.  Back to MISS JONES, who chuckles to
herself and shakes her head at the situation before her.

MISS JONES:  You two...

RACHEL:  Miss Jones, this is so unfair!

MISS JONES:  Zip it, Rachel.

HEATHER:  We don't deserve this!

MISS JONES:  Spare me, Heather.

RACHEL:  (A very teenage:) Ugh!

HEATHER:  (An equally annoyed:) Ugh!

MISS JONES:  (Shaking her head again, smirking) The last day of school... the last day of your 
senior year... and you two pull detention for fighting.

RACHEL:  She started it!

HEATHER:  That's a lie!

MISS JONES:  For being the two smartest students this school has ever seen, you sure did make 
some dumb choices today.

RACHEL:  Miss Jones, as this year's valedictorian--

HEATHER:  Co-valedictorian, you little narcissist.

RACHEL:  Troglodyte!

HEATHER:  Philistine!

MISS JONES:  Enough!  (Exasperated) I've never met two sisters who are so... (searches for the 
words)

RACHEL:  Competitive?

HEATHER:  Cutthroat?

MISS JONES:  Absolutely annoying.

1



Better Choices Joshua Evans

(RACHEL and HEATHER gasp)

RACHEL:  You can't say that.

MISS JONES:  (Shrugs her shoulders) Last day of school.  Sue me.

HEATHER:  It's the last day of school, do we really have to serve this full detention?

MISS JONES:  Oh you're going to serve the full time.  And we're going to watch this movie to pass 
the time.

(MISS JONES picks up a remote and points it at the TV to start the movie)

RACHEL:  What is it?

(Cut to a shot of the TV screen.  Bad elevator music plays, and the black and white title of an old
1950s movie comes into focus: “Bye-Bye High School!  Hello Adulting!”  Cut to HEATHER)

HEATHER:  You can't be serious.

MISS JONES:  Shhhh.  You might learn a thing or two about making better choices.

RACHEL:  (A very teenage:) Ugh!

HEATHER:  (An equally annoyed:) Ugh!

(Cut back to the movie.  We see three teenagers, dressed in 1950s attire, smiling and listening to the
Voice-Over [VO])

VO:  Hello Graduates.  Congratulations on successfully completing high school.  The wonderful 
world of being an adult is now before you.  But be careful, Graduates.  This exciting new world of 
Adulting can be tricky, and full of tough choices.

SUZY:  (To camera) Oh gosh, really?

HELEN:  (To camera) Gee, what kind of choices?

MARGOT:  (To camera) Am I ready for adult?

ALL TEENAGERS:  (To camera) Can you help us?

VO:  Of course I can!

(All smiles and excitement from the teenagers.  Cut back to the classroom where we get eye rolls
from HEATHER and RACHEL.  Back to the TV where the teenagers are mingling and enjoying a

small party)

VO:  Graduation Night offers many Graduates the opportunity to socially engage with their peers.
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SUZY:  Thanks for hosting this graduation social engagement.

HELEN:  It's been a tough high school time.  Now we need to unwind.

MARGOT:  I can't wait to start Adulting.

SUZY:  Say!  Let's Adult right now!

HELEN:  Good idea!  How about we drink some of this alcoholic beverage?

SUZY:  An alcoholic beverage?  (Turns to camera) With alcohol?

VO:  Uh oh, Graduate.  Time to make a choice.

SUZY:  (To her friends) None for me.  I may be adult, but I'm not that adult yet.  (Wink to camera)

VO:  Well done, Graduate!

MARGOT:  Good point!  Maybe we should smoke a tobacco cigarette.

SUZY:  Or maybe we should just enjoy each other's company.

MARGOT:  Golly!  That's a swell idea!

VO:  Great choices, Graduate.  Are you sure this is your first time Adulting?

SUZY:  (Straight to camera) Ha, Ha, yes.  But I had some great teachers in high school.  (Big 
thumbs-up to camera)

(Cut back to the classroom)

RACHEL:  This is painful.

(Cut back to the party scene)

SUZY:  This is a great social engagement.  What fun we're having!

HELEN:  Yes, such fun!

MARGOT:  (Who has suddenly changed outfits completely, and is now dressed like a ninja) Too 
bad we have to kill you.

(Cut to HEATHER)

HEATHER:  Wait, what?

(Cut back to TV)
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HELEN:  (Who has also inexplicably changed into a ninja) She said, too bad we have to kill you.

VO:  Uh oh, Graduate.  Looks like your friends have turned into ninjas.

(Cut to RACHEL)

RACHEL:  Did he just say “ninjas”?

(Cut back to the TV)

VO:  That's right: ninjas.

SUZY:  (To Camera) Oh no, what should I do?

MARGOT:  Accept death gracefully.

(Cut to HEATHER)

HEATHER:  What is happening?

(Cut to the TV)

VO:  Sorry, Graduate.  Your friends are now ninjas.  You should have made better choices.

SUZY:  (To Camera) Oh I wish I made better choices.  (Pause)

VO:  Let's move on.

(Cut to RACHEL)

RACHEL:  Wait, wait, wait, pause the movie, Miss Jones.

MISS JONES:  (Pausing the movie) What is it?

HEATHER:  Um... hello?  Why were there, all of sudden, ninjas at the party?

MISS JONES:  It happens.

RACHEL:  No it doesn't!

MISS JONES:  It's all part of growing up and making good choices.

(HEATHER and RACHEL look at MISS JONES like she's crazy, as she restarts the movie)

VO:  Well, well, Graduate.  Looks like you're heading off to your first job interview.

HELEN:  (To camera) I've got a resume and everything.
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VO:  Looking sharp, Graduate.

HELEN:  (To camera) Wish me luck!  (Gives a thumbs-up)

(As the VO narrates, the action takes place on-screen)

VO:  Make sure to enter the room with confidence, look them in the eye, and offer a firm 
handshake.

MARGOT:  Thank you for coming to job interview.

SUZY:  Did you bring resume to job interview?

VO:  Speak clearly and with confidence.

HELEN:  Of course.  Here is a resume.

(She offers her resume to the interviewers.  As she's holding it, it is karate chopped out of her hand)

VO:  Uh oh, Graduate.  The Interviewers are now ninjas!

(Cut to the two interviewers who are now fully dressed ninjas standing in a fighting stance)

MARGOT:  Your resume has typos on it.

SUZY:  And you forgot to list references.

HELEN:  I should've made better choices!!

(Cut back to the classroom)

HEATHER:  This is ridiculous.

MISS JONES:  (Looking at the TV, and talking more to herself) Not listing her references...  Bad 
choice, Graduate.

(RACHEL scowls in disbelief at MISS JONES, as we cut back to the TV)

VO:  What's this, Graduate?  You're on the market for your first house?

MARGOT:  (To camera) Yup!  I've got some real estate agents and everything.

(She motions to them.  Cut to each agent, smiling and raising a thumbs-up.  Cut back to MARGOT
who returns their thumbs-up)

VO:  Uh oh, Graduate!  Now your agents are zombies!

(Cut to agents, who are now zombies)
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MARGOT:  Zombies?!

VO:  Just kidding.  (MARGOT sighs a sigh of relief.  Then:)  They're ninjas!

(Cut to agents, who are now ninjas.  They assume fighting positions, as does MARGOT)

SUZY & HELEN:  You should have made better choices!

(We cut back to RACHEL and HEATHER)

RACHEL:  This is the dumbest thing I've ever seen.

HEATHER:  Miss Jones, you can't be serious with this.

MISS JONES:  No... but I can be ninja!!

(Cut to MISS JONES, who is now dressed like a ninja and in a fighting stance and/or wielding some
weapons.  RACHEL and HEATHER freak out, and scramble out of their seats trying to collect all

their things)

RACHEL:  Uh oh!  Miss Jones is a ninja!!

HEATHER:  We should've made better choices!!

(RACHEL and HEATHER flee the classroom.  MISS JONES watches them leave and starts to
chuckle as she removes her costume)

MISS JONES:  I should've been the Drama Teacher here.  (Shaking her head and chuckling as she 
exits) Ninjas coming out of nowhere.  How unbelievable is that?!

(MISS JONES exits)

(Pause)

(Four or five ninjas slowly emerge from various hiding spots in MISS JONES', RACHEL'S, and
HEATHER'S shots.  They silently slink after the teacher and two students.  The last one stops, turns
to the camera, and puts their finger to their mouth in a shushing motion.  Slow fade on their exit)

FADE TO BLACK
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